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Choosing the right school for your daughter is vitally
important. Parents want a good education for their
children but they also want them to be happy and to feel
safe and secure. At Sacred Heart Secondary School we
provide quality education in a caring environment.

Welcome
Sacred Heart Secondary School is an all-girls voluntary secondary school with
approximately 600 students, under the trusteeship of CEIST, originally established
by the Mercy Order.
We have a long history of academic excellence. Our team of talented, dedicated
and professional teaching staff create an engaging learning environment for all
our students; one where our students are encouraged and nurtured to reach their
potential in all aspects of their academic, personal and social development.
We offer students a broad and balanced curriculum as well as an array of extracurricular activities, social and spiritual opportunities providing them with a holistic
and well-rounded education. We pride ourselves on the inclusive, warm and caring
atmosphere which is evident from the moment you enter our school community.
Planning your daughter’s pathway in education is an extremely important decision
and central to her development. Your choice of the Sacred Heart Secondary School
will mean that she will be supported and encouraged to reach her full potential. It is
our expectation that, upon graduation, your daughter will continue to benefit from
the experiences, knowledge, skills and friendships gained from her time in our school.

Ms Leoni Carroll,
Principal

In this prospectus we give you an overview of our vibrant and busy school. I also
recommend that you browse our school website at www.sacredheart.ie, follow us on
our school Facebook page and download our School App for more information and
school news. If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Ms. Leoni Carroll
Principal.

Ms Deirdre Lynch,
Deputy Principal
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School History

Mission Statement

Our school, dedicated to the Sacred Heart,
was blessed and formally opened by Dr Kyne,
Bishop of Meath on 12th September 1960.

Sacred Heart Secondary School is committed to
excellence.

In the convent annals we trace its roots,
lineage and background history from the
coming of the Sisters of Mercy from Tullamore
to Drogheda in 1854. The Sisters took up
residence in St. Mary’s Terrace, Dublin Road
where they opened a school and engaged in the religious instruction
of children – a work very dear to the foundress of the congregation,
Mother Catherine McAuley, who enshrined in her rule for the order
– “No work of mercy can be more productive to good society than
the careful instruction of young girls.” However due to increased
enrolment, with a catchment area of 20 primary schools, the Sisters
of Mercy were faced with the challenge to provide a site and school
with better educational and recreational facilities. This was achieved
in 1960 with the opening of the present school at Sunnyside.
On 1st February 2008, Mercy North joined CEIST. We are proud
that our school has preserved its profile and the tradition of its rich
cultural heritage and Catholic ethos. The Liturgy and prayer play an
important role in our school and is evident on a daily basis through
our Morning Prayers at Assembly and in the celebration of events
throughout the school year such as Mercy Day, Catholic Schools
Week and our Graduation Mass. We are grateful for the efforts of
our school Chaplain, who is a frequent visitor to our school, and we
are also thankful for the support of the Mercy Sisters and Franciscan
Sisters of the Renewal.

We are committed to fostering and supporting the CEIST
Core Values;
• Promoting Spiritual & Human Development
• Achieving Quality in Teaching & Learning
• Showing Respect for Every Person
• Creating Community
• Being Just and Responsible
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We see the primary role of our school as providing
an experience of living in a Christian community,
which has, as its ideal the community of the gospel;
one of love, care and trust.

School Ethos
Our school is a happy place where each girl has a
sense of belonging and is valued by both staff and
students. We have strong links to the community
and we have responded to the educational needs of
our developing and expanding town. Our greatest
strength is the continuity the school provides within
our community. Generation upon generation of
families continue to send their daughters to us,
frequently remarking on how much they enjoyed
and valued their education in Sacred Heart
Secondary School Drogheda and how much they
wish the same for their daughters.

Our Curriculum

Senior Cycle

“The teaching staff demonstrated a dedication to ensuring
a high quality holistic learning experience for students.”
(Whole-School Evaluation of Management, Leadership and Learning, 2011)

Junior Cycle Programme-3 years
We offer an extensive curriculum, providing a broad range of
subjects at all levels.
Religious
Education

History

Irish
English

French

Music

Geography

Spanish

S.P.H.E.

Science

Home
Economics

C.S.P.E.

Business
Physical
Art
Studies
Education
(See www.juniorcycle.ie for further details and latest updates)
Maths

Students have four programmes to choose from:
• Transition Year
• Leaving Certificate Applied
• Leaving Certificate (Established)
• Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme

Transition Year- 1 Year
In our school Transition Year is an optional one-year
programme, which comes immediately after completion of
the Junior Certificate. It acts as a bridge to help students
make the transition from a typical classroom environment to
one where they will take greater responsibility for their own
learning and decision-making. It is a wonderful opportunity
for students and provides them with a broad educational
experience with the overall aim of increased maturity, building
personal confidence and developing new skills and education
for college and working life.
In addition to continuing with core subjects such as English,
Irish and Maths, students participate in a wide range of
interesting modules, which may vary annually, such as;
Art, Music, Chinese, Italian, Photography, Film-Making,
Fashion, First Aid, Business, History, Geography, Horticulture,
I.C.T., Work Experience, Community Links.
We offer our Transition Year Pupils the unique opportunity to
participate in an American Student Exchange Programme and
International Educational and Cultural Trips.
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Leaving Certificate Applied - 2 Years
The Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) is a distinct self- contained two – year
programme aimed at preparing students for adult and working life. The
programme puts an emphasis on many forms of achievement and excellence,
which the established Leaving Certificate has not recognised in the past.
The LCA focuses on the talents of each individual student and helps students
apply what they learn in the classroom into the real world. The girls study
many new subjects such as Hotel and Catering, Childcare, ICT and Social
Studies. All students study Science modules, which greatly improve their
chances of undertaking Post-Leaving Cert courses with a scientific element.
Since starting the programme in 2011, our students are graduating with
excellent results, many achieving distinctions.

Leaving Certificate (Established) Programme
- 2 Years
In general, students study seven Leaving Certificate subjects. We have high
academic standards and strive to ensure our students maximise their potential.
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Religious
Education

History

Business

Art

Irish

Geography

Accounting

Home Economics

English

Physics

French

Music

Maths

Chemistry

Spanish

Physical
Education

Information
Technology

Biology

Guidance

S.P.H.E.

Leaving Certificate Vocational
Programme - 2 Years
Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (L.C.V.P)
is designed to enhance the vocational dimension
of the Established Leaving Certificate with a focus
on self-directed learning, enterprise, work and
community. The LCVP is a full Leaving Certificate
subject which includes two Link Modules:
• Enterprise Education
• Preparation for the world of work
An overview of the Leaving Certificate Vocational
Programme is available on our School Website
(www.sacredheart.ie) and our school Facebook
page. (This educational video was created by our
LCVP Coordinator, Ms Horan).

Student Support
“The school lives an inclusive ethos, and the welfare and
personal development of students is of primary importance.”
(Whole-School Evaluation of Management, Leadership and Learning, 2011)

Sacred Heart Secondary School serves a diverse population and we are
committed to building an inclusive environment.
Students benefit from Learning Support and Resource Teaching and also
Guidance and Counselling Services. These services link with primary schools,
parents and the broader school community to ensure the smooth transition
from primary school to secondary school for incoming first year students.
Each class group is appointed a Form Tutor who supports the academic,
personal and social development of students. We also cater to a significant
number of new students across various year groups and have developed a
Mentor System with peer support for all first years; 5-6 students are assigned
a mentor who is a sixth year student. She meets the girls regularly and assures
they are making a positive transition from primary to secondary school.
A Student Mental Health Team was established in our school in 2014 by our
school Guidance Counsellor. The team educates students on mental health
and where to go for help when and if they need it. They also work towards
promoting a caring and open atmosphere in the school and building a positive
and healthy mindset among the students.
We also have an International Club that experiences growing popularity with
a broad cross section of students

Celebrating Achievement
We are passionate about recognising our students’ achievements and have
developed a comprehensive Award System in the school. Students are
nominated for awards in all aspects of school life including;
Exams Results, Academic Achievement, Transition Year, Leaving Certificate
Applied, Diligence, Participation, Department Awards, CEIST Award, Catherine
Mc Auley Award, Gaisce and Sport.
A Token Reward System has recently been introduced in our school. Students
are rewarded with a token by their teachers for various reasons such as; being
very helpful and making a great improvement. At Christmas and summer,
the House (Amergin, Rosnaree, Lir and Tara) with the most tokens will get a
special reward, fostering House spirit in the school.
7

Student Leadership
“The development of students’ leadership
skills is a high priority in the school.”
(Whole-School Evaluation of Management, Leadership and Learning, 2011)

Student Representative Council

The Student Council consists of representatives from each class
group and provides a forum through which the students of the
school can play a full part in the development of a partnership
approach to school life and issues.

Student Leadership Council

The Student Leadership Council is made up of Senior Prefects who
represent each class group, four House
Captains (Amergin, Lir, Rosnaree and
Tara), Extra Curricular Activities Prefect
and the Head Girl. Their role is to develop
House spirit, foster community, support
the student body and develop leadership
skills.

Parents Council
The school has an active and vibrant Parents Council. The Parents
Council aims to promote the educational development of our
students and to adopt a programme of activities which promotes
the involvement of parents in the operation of the school, in
consultation with the Principal and the Board of Management.
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School Facilities
and Services
We have a wide array of facilities including;
•	Extensive Library
•	Recently renovated Gymnasium
•	Outdoor basketball and tennis courts
•	Science Laboratories
•	Specialist rooms such as; Art Room, Home
Economics Rooms, Media Room and Music Room
•	All classrooms are equipped with a short throw or
interactive data projector
• 100 Mb broadband and enterprise level WiFi
• All students have access to laptops
•	School Cafeteria and Catering Service-promoting
healthy eating and providing hot meals, soup,
sandwiches, wraps, salads, fruit, smoothies etc.
•	Book Rental Scheme for all students
•	Supervised Evening Study is provided (nominal
fee charged).

Extra-Curricular Activities
In Sacred Heart Secondary School we offer a wide range of extra-curricular
activities and clubs to suit every student and we encourage all our students
to participate (these clubs may change annually);
• Athletics
• Badminton
• Basketball
• Gaelic Football
• Soccer
• Swimming
• Art/ Craft Club
• Choir, Orchestra, Traditional Music Group
• Coding
• Creative Writing
• Debating
• Gaisce
• Maths Club
• Mental Health Team

Annual School Musical
Our fifth year students have the opportunity to showcase their acting, singing,
musical and artistic talents in our annual school musical. This is a very popular
event in our school calendar and tickets are always in great demand.

School Tours
Theatre visits, History tours, Geography field trips, as well as ski trips,
international cultural and educational tours are organised on a regular
basis for our students. Our Transition Year students are presented with the
opportunity to go on an international school tour or take part in an American
student-exchange programme every year.
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Why choose our school?
•	
A caring and supportive environment
• A reputation for academic excellence
•	
Broad curriculum and optional programmes offered
• Guidance & Counselling Services
•	
Learning Support & Resource Teaching
•	Mentor system with peer support for first year
students
•	Wide array of extra-curricular activities
•	National and international educational and cultural
school trips
First place in the National Careers Skills Competition 2014 and 2016

•	Annual School Musical
•	Success in national and international competitions
•	Our track and field athletes represent our school
nationally and internationally
•	We excel in a variety of sports including basketball,
swimming, gaelic and soccer
•	We excel in enterprise and information technology
•	Student exchange programme with Georgetown
Visitation, Washington D.C.

Winners of the Coke Zero GR8 Debate 2016
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London Trip 2016

Washington Student Exchange Programme
DCU Pilot Programme
Under 16s Gaelic Leinster Champions 2016

Awards for Excellence in
Junior Certificate Business Studies 2016

Gaisce Awards 2016
School Musical 2016
Drogheda’s Fittest School
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Download our School App

Quality education in a secure caring environment

Design & Print by Lettertec 021 4883370. www.lettertec.com

CONTACT DETAILS
SACRED HEART SECONDARY SCHOOL
Sunnyside, Drogheda, County Louth.
T: 041 9837812
F: 041 9835146
E: info@sacredheart.ie
W: www.sacredheart.ie
Follow us on Facebook (over 13s): Sacred Heart Secondary School

